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“EXTRA INNING” 


CONGRESS SESSION ENDS 


The Second Session of the 86th Congress has 
dispersed with some good having been accomplished, 
but with recriminations and accusations on all 
sides, excellent fuel for the fires of the presi- 
dential campaign now underway. 


The Housing Act of 1960 had a checkered ca- 
reer. The House version, a comprehensive bill au- 
thored by Albert Rains (D-Ala) contained a section 
of considerable interest to landscape architects, 
setting up procedures for Land Development Insur- 
ance to be administered by the FHA. The ASLA ex- 
pressed support of the section in principle, but 
only if suitable design criteria were inserted. 
These criteria were prepared and proposed to the 
Banking and Currency Committee, but were not inclu- 
ded in the final version of the bill. The Land De- 
velopment Insurance section itself remained in a 
somewhat abbreviated form. The bill (HR-12603) was 
reported out favorably from committee, but was bot- 
tled up until adjournment by the House Rules Commit- 
tee. 





The Senate version, S 3670, was introduced by 
John Sparkman (D-Ala) and called the "omnibus" bill, 
included authorizations for urban renewal, slum 
clearance, public and elderly housing, college hous- 
ing, community facility and FHA programs. The bill, 
which included simple extension of existing programs 
such as FHA home improvement, community facilities 
and college housing, appeared bogged down, but the 
vital extensions were pushed through during the fi- 
nal hours of the session. 





. 


Voluntary pension systems went glimmering. 
HR 10, introduced by Eugene Keogh (D-NY), has 
passed the House, but ran into Senate opposition. 
The bill, to permit self-employed individuals to 
set up personal pension systems for themselves and 
their employees and deduct the cost from current in- 
come taxes, was supported by the ASLA. In a com- 
promise with the Treasury Department, which had long 
opposed the measure, it went to and was endorsed by 
the Senate Finance Committee. After much debate, it 
was finally put over to the "rump" session and never 
heard from again. 





Competitive bidding for design contracts was 
included in the language of HR 12345, applying to 
Federal Contracts for materials and services. It 
was watched carefully by all professional groups, 
but no action was ever taken regarding it. The 
same "death-on-the-vine" came to HR 11916, setting 
up the nationwide classification of "Federal Engin- 
eer", (The ASLA, after appropriate consultations 
and clearances, had resolved by a vote in the New 
York meeting to oppose both measures.) 
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Selection of a national flower didn't get very 
far, either. At last report, the rose was leading 
the field, with the mountain laurel, corn tassel, 
marigold and shasta daisy breathing down its neck. 





REED NAMED TO SECOND 
SPOT AT ASLA HQ. 


The new assistant executive director of the 
Society, with headquarters in the Washington office 
is David A. Reed, 31, of Washington, D. C. Selec- 
ted by executive director Lynn Harriss from over 
forty applicants on a nationwide basis, Reed Start- 
ed his duties on September 6. 


Educated at George Washington and the Univer- 
sity of Marburg, Germany, former news chief of the 
Eastern Area of the American National Red Cross, 
Reed will concentrate in the immediate future on 
the Society's publications. He will co-ordinate 
the production of the monthly "Digest", the ASLA 
Bulletin and will be advertising manager of Land- 
scape Architecture Quarterly starting with the Win- 
ter 1960-61 issue. His salary will be $600 per 
month. 





Other phases of his background include news- 
paper editorial and advertising work, and public 
relations work with a national trade association. 
His memberships include the Maryland Historical 
Society and the Rhode Island Historical Society. 
Unmarried, he resides with his mother at 4845 Lin- 
nean Avenue, N. W. 


Of inestimable aid in keeping the Society's 
machinery well-oiled and in running order are Maurine 
L. Morris, recently returned from a six-weeks indoc- 
trination course with Virginia Lundquist (see below) 
and Alice J. Hutchins who came to work for the ASLA 
on July 19th. Mrs. Morris's duties include the many 
tasks involving Membership service and tnformation. 
Her title is Administrative Assistant, while Mrs. 
Hutchins' is Bookkeeper-typist. 
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Morris Hutchins 








BIG ORDER FOR 
WASHINGTON OFFICE 


With all the help, co-operation, and forbear- 
ance of the membership, the Washington staff still 
has a big job to do. Having received the baton 
from Virginia Lundquist in Boston on September 
first, and with the necessary daily duties of cor- 
respondence and information, systematic efforts are 
being made as time permits to re-evaluate existing 
procedures in the light of new equipment and tech- 
niques. With a careful eye toward budgetary limi- 
tations, new methods will be worked out designed to 
streamline office operations, conserve clerical time 
in order to carry out the Society's expanded scope 
of operations. 





Of prime importance in the new fields of en- 
deavor is direct liaison with related professional 
groups and agencies of the Federal Government. The 
voice of the profession should -- and will -- be 
clearly heard at the national level. It must also 
get through to the edrs of the populace, and this 
is the biggest order of all. 





In second place to the above for overall im- 
portance, but absolutely essential in our book, is 
closer liaison with the chapters. To the extent 
that time and money will permit, personal represen- 
tation from national ASLA headquarters will be on 
hand at section and chapter meetings to answer ques- 
tions and to gain information and attitudes at the 
local level. 





To help pay our way, we are undertaking the 
sale of exhibit space at annual meetings beginning 
in 1962 at Miami and advertising for the Quarterly 
as mentioned above. We shall need help from all of 
you in these efforts. So be expecting a call! 





recommended reading 


Architectural Forum, August 1960; edi- 
torial on page 71: "Toward a More Via- 
ble Profession", and article on page 85: 
"Bulldozer Architecture". 





Harpers, July 1960: "World's Fairs, 
from Little Egypt to Robert Moses", 


Harpers, August 1960: "The Year St. 
Louis Enchanted the World". 


IN MEMORIAM 


Arthur S. Berger, FASLA, August 13, 1960 
Philip H. Elwood, FASLA, August 21, 1960 


Alden Hopkins, FASLA, September 16, 1960 








wigginton awarded 
dumbarton oaks fellowship 


The Trustees for Harvard University have con- 
firmed the selection of Brooks E. Wigginton, FASLA, 
to receive the Dumbarton Oaks Research Fellowship 
in Landscape Architecture for one year, effective 
1 July 1960. The selection followed the recommend- 
ation of the Dumbarton Oaks Garden Advisory Commit- 
tee, Michael Rapuano, FASLA, Chairman, and Ralph E. 
Griswold, FASLA, Professional Advisor. 











The research program to be carried on by Mr. 
Wigginton represents the continuation of studies 
begun some time ago while he was on the staff of 
the Department of Landscape Architecture at the Uni- 
versity of Georgia. His first two studies, entitled 
Trees and Shrubs for the Southern Piedmont and Trees 
and Shrubs for the Southern Coastal Plain, respec- 
tively, have been published by the University of 
Georgia Press. The third and final section of the 
series, entitled Trees and Shrubs for the Upper 
South forms the current project, and will complete 
the overall study of planting design problems of 
the southeastern U. S. 











Besides being a Fellow of the American Acade- 
my in Rome, Mr. Wigginton's degrees and awards in- 
clude A.B. and Arts D. from Marietta College; B.F.A. 
from Ohio State University; and a M.L.A. from Cor- 
nell University. Following a current tour of the 
South, where they are collecting field data, Mr. 
and Mrs. Wigginton will reside at the Carillon 
Apartments in Washington during his fellowship at 
Dumbarton Oaks. 





Southern Florida group making preliminary plans for 
the 1962 Annual Meeting. Standing: Jonathan Sey- 
mour, Bailey Breedlove, James Voss (guest), Porter 
Reynolds, William Phillips, Peter Allen, Robert 
Mizelle (Student Affiliate from U. of. Fla.) Seated: 
Frederick Stresau, Chapter Trustee; Donald Bowman, 
Chapter Secretary; Robert Neal, Chapter President; 
Mrs. and Mr. Murray Glover. 


new guide offered 


The Urban Renewal Administration has published 
a new technical guide entitled Selecting Consultants 
for Project Planning. Of interest to all project 
planners, it is available from the Superintendent of 
Documents for 25¢. When ordering, ask for Technical 
Guide No. 1, U.R.A., Catalogue No. HH 7.6/2:1. 









































Oscar Madrigal, Costa Rican landscape chief, 


raises an arboreal point at "Les Ormes", Washington 
residence of Hon. Perle Mesta, with Perry wheeler, 
ASLA, landscape architect of the estate. 


Madrigal, whose title is Head, Landscape Sec- 
tion, National Housing and Planning Institute, Gov- 
ernment of Costa Rica, comes to the U.S. for one 
year through the sponsorship of the International 
Cooperation Administration. His program while here 
is being planned by the Office of International Hous- 
ing, HHFA. In addition to country-wide travel, he 
will spend the academic year in attendance at the 
department of City Planning and Landscape Architec- 
ture at the University of Illinois. 


l.a.'s ruled eligible for exhibit 


A recent phone call to Dr. Shirley Cooper, ex- 
ecutive director of the American Association of 
School Administrators brought out the fact that land- 
scape architects are eligible to submit plans, pho- 
tos, and other material illustrative of school pro- 
jects for the 1961 SCHOOL BUILDING ARCHITECTURAL 
EXHIBIT. These exhibits, which are primarily de- 
voted to displays of building structure, are shown 
at regional conventions of A.A.S.A. to be held in 
San Francisco, 25-28 February; in St. Louis, 11-14 
March; and in Philadelphia, 25-28 March. 





Deadline for applications has been set for 15 
September 1960, but we were assured by Dr. Cooper 
that prompt action might produce an extension. All 
those interested in requesting the necessary appli- 
cation form and information should communicate im- 
mediately with: 

American Association of School Administrators 

Attention: Dr. Shirley Cooper 

1201 Sixteenth Street, N. W. 

Washington 6, D. C. 


IFLA note 


It is not too late to subscribe to the two 1960 
issues of the magazine International Landscape. 
Subscription price is $2 and a check and subscrip- 
tion order may be sent to: 





Mme. Ulla Bodorff 

IFLA Editorial Office 
Checque Account No. 4964 
Svenska Handelsbanken 
Stockholm, Sweden 


International Landscape is the official publi- 
cation of the International Federation of Land- 
scape Architects. A total of 27 nations on five 
continents collaborate in its publication with an 
aim to exchanging ideas and promoting the profes- 
sion. 





At present the publication is edited in Stock- 
holm, but may shift to any country -- a policy 
which IFLA feels will add to the interest of its 
Journal and enable it to demonstrate more force- 
fully the ever widening scope of landscape archi- 
tecture. 


Last year, only 20% of the total subscribers 
to International Landscape were ASLA members or 
other friends of the profession in the U. S., de- 
spite the fact that ASLA members constitute well 
over 50% of the total IFLA members. 





Especially because ASLA Fellow Sidney Shur- 
cliff has just been reelected to his second two- 
year term as president of IFLA, we should give our 
wholehearted support to its drive for new subscrib- 
ers! 


- Leon Zach, ASLA Delegate to IFLA 


CALENDAR 





2-5 Detroit. National Association of 
Oct Housing & Redevelopment Officials. 
Statler-Hilton. 


-7 Columbus, Ohio. Annual Short 


Oct Course on Roadside Development. 

15-16 Santa Fe. La Fonda Hotel. Annual 

Oct Meeting Rocky Mountain Chapter, 
ASLA 

21-23 Pittsburgh. National Trust for 

Oct Historic Preservation. Pitts- 
burgh-Hilton. 

27-30 Riverside, Calif. Mission Inn. 

Oct California Council of Landscape 
Architects. 

28-29 Columbus, Ohio. Annual Meeting, 


Oct Kentucky-Ohio Chapter, ASLA. 


l Nov New York. Architectural League. 


Meeting New York Chapter, ASLA. 














hither and yon 


@ Notices have been received to the effect that 
the State of Hawaii will select an architect for its 
new capitol building in the near future. Looks like 
there might be need for a landscape architect as 
well? 





@ ASLA CHAPTERS having sizeable meetings between 
now and next June are requested to contact the Rocky 
Mountain Chapter for the use of a large panel dis- 
play describing the 62nd Annual Meeting at Boulder 
next July. A handsome piece of work, it will give- 
interest to your Chapter meeting and keep our An- 
nual Meeting in the minds of all at the same time. 


@ Architectural School for Home Buyers was the 
title of a pilot-model short course put on recently 
at the National Housing Center in Washington through 
the combined efforts of the American Institute of 
Architects and the National Association of Home 
Builders. Three evening sessions were held, with 
panelists discussing various phases of Programming, 
Design and Construction, some with slide illustra- 
tions and with emphasis on audience participation. 
At the session attended by your executive director, 
there were well over 200 in attendance. 





@Welcome news from Norman Wilson, Secretary- 
President of the Chicago Chapter to the effect that 
the Chapter has received a favorable ruling from the 
Internal Revenue Service regarding tax-exempt sta- 
tus. Other Chapters kindly note! 





leads on advertisers sought 


In assuming the responsibility for selling ad- 
vertising space in Landscape Architecture Quarter- 
ly, the Washington office, ASLA, is vitally inter- 
ested in establishing contact with every source of 
materials or services utilized by landscape archi- 
tects. Of course, a supplier for a strictly local 
area might not be considered a good candidate. 
However, if there is any possibility that a company 
you know might consider advertising on a national 
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basis, please notify this office, giving all the 
information available. We'll appreciate it, and 
you'll have the satisfaction of perhaps saving 
yourself some money in the long run! 





something new added 


With the introduction of this monthly digest, 
the Society has three publications, Landscape Ar- 
chitecture Quarterly, the A.S.L.A. Bulletin and 
Land. A word of explanation might be in order re- 
garding their relationships and functions. 


LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE, in many ways the image 
of the profession to ourselves and to those of the 
public who see it, is produced by the Publication 
Board, an independent body sponsored by the Society. 
Under Grady Clay, it will continue to feature se- 
lected articles bearing on significant phases of 
landscape architecture. Also included will be edi- 
torials, reviews of publications, news items of a 
non-immediate nature relating to people, to schools 
of landscape architecture, and other appropriate 
subjects. Advertising will increase in quantity 
and quality. 





LAND, this monthly “digest" which goes essen- 
tially to ASLA members and affiliates, is a simple, 
inexpensive, and we hope attractive means of bring- 
ing "hot" news to the membership, especially regard- 
ing notices, legislative reports and opportunities 
for employment. 


The A.S.L.A. BULLETIN, distributed only to 
ASLA members and affiliates, will be reduced to 
strictly Society items, such as applications for 
admission, election to honorary membership, re- 
ports of officers, committees and trustee actions, 
proposed amendments to the By-Laws and such. In 
this abbreviated role, issues of the Bulletin may 
be neither as large or as frequent as heretofore. 
It will continue to be "An Occasional Journal", to 
be sent out along with "LAND" when the opportunity 
offers, so as to save on mailing costs. Any ques- 
tions? 
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